
 

The Committee for Geographical Names in Australasia (CGNA) 
has created an on-line school resource package to help teachers 
explain the significance of place names in our daily lives.   

How many times have you been intrigued by a place name and 
wondered how on earth it got to be called that.  Places like 
Struck Oil, Anakie, Wonglepong or Seventeen Seventy.  Every 
place name in Australia has its special meaning and story. Some 
have historical origins, while others have evocative cultural or 
social meanings. Together they colour and define the communi-
ties in which we live. 

This package is based on What’s in a Name? an entertaining 15-
minute movie narrated by Australia’s popular Aboriginal actor, 
Ernie Dingo.  Ernie takes you on a journey around Australia 
bringing place names alive. He raises questions about where 
they come from, what they stand for and how you can be in-
volved in naming them. 

Your class could go as far as the year four students at Mount 
Crosby School, near Ipswich.  They researched their town’s local 
history and formally proposed a name for the gully behind their 
school.  

Phone: (02) 6249 9677 
E-mail: cgna@ga.gov.au 

Available at: www.icsm.gov.au/cgna  

Free—classroom  ready resource—suitable for grades 2 to 8  

Introducing the CGNA’s What’s in a Name? online classroom resource 
designed for busy teachers 
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