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Section C
Australia and the World

Australiais an old continent, so weathered that its highest point,
Mount Kosciusko, rises only 2228 m above sea-level. It is iso-
lated from the world’s other major land masses and apart from
- Antarctica is the only continent without a land connection to
another.

The maps in this section are intended to show Australia in rela-
tion to its neighbouring countries; its position in relation to the
oceans and the world’s other continents; and to provide an
understanding of how the earth is divided into major geog-
raphic and time zones.

All four maps in this section differ from other maps in the atlas
in that, instead of land areas being depicted by raised outlines,
all land areas are raised.

Also, map scale is necessarily much smaller and only the larger
and more important islands are included. As an example, over
seven thousand islands make up the Philippines, though on one
of the following maps these are depicted by about the twenty
largest, and on the world map by only six islands.

So that the names of continents can be included in raised areas,
and to avoid confusion between braille dots and dots represeni-
ing small islands, braille cells denoting country orisland names
are shown in boxes.

In the few instances where international land boundaries or
divisions between continents do occur, they can be traced by
following a narrow gap in the raised surface.

Because three of the maps depict the whole world, and the
other a farge part of it, they are necessarily complex and in read-
ing each map you should be particularly careful to discover how
the data are presented and then read the text slowly in conjunc-
tion with the map.

The four maps are designed to be read sequentially so that what
is learned from one map can be applied to the next.

Reading time will be more than halved if you have someone
reading the text while you read the map; alternatively read the
text a paragraph at a time and use a marker while you concen-
trate on the maps.




Australia and its Neighbours

As an island continent, located far from other continents,
Australia does not have land boundaries with any other coun-
tries. With the exception of New Zealand, Australia’s nearest
neighbours are the South-East Asian countries and the island
nations and territories of the Pacific Ocean,

Begin reading the map by scanning in vertical strips to locate the
main land masses. Become familiar with how dashed lines are
used to delimit island groups and how boxed characters are
used to label each of them. Note that ocean and sea names are
not boxed.

You will find that dashed lines circling groups of islands are
often close to and parallel with lines circling adjoining groups.
In addition, braille characters denoting country names have
been positioned according to the available space, and are found
only occasionally within the boundary but more often straddl-
ing the dashed lines. Extreme care will therefore be needed
when tracing dashed boundary lines and locating the boxed
characters denoting the relevant country name.

AUSTRALIA

Commence exploration of the map by first locating Australia
near the centre of the map-sheet. Trace the outline of Australia
and note that it is much smaller here than on many of the previ-
ous maps because the scale of this map is smaller.

There are no close neighbours to the S and W. Antarctica, way
to the S across the Southern Ocean, and Africa, to the W across
the Indian Ocean, are both too far distant to be included. You
should, however, locate and note the position of both oceans in
relation to Australia.

NEW ZEALAND

New Zealand (nz) consists of two main islands, the North Island
and the South Island, and can be located across the Tasman Sea,
to the E of T. The much smaller island to the 5 of the South island
is Stewart Island. New Zealand’s capital city, Wellington, is
located on the southern tip of the North Island, facing Cook
Strait which separates the two main islands.

Note the proximity of New Zealand to Australia and how much
smaller itis.

LORD HOWE ISLAND AND NORFOLK ISLAND

To the NW of the North island of New Zealand and to the E of
NSW are Norfolk Island (nf at G4) and Lord Howe Island (Ih at
F5). Lord Howe Island is part of NSW whilst Norfolk Island is an
external territory of Australia.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA .

The closest landmass to Australia is the island of New Guinea to
the N. It can be found just N of Cape York Peninsula, across Tor-
res Strait. Note the gap running N-S through the centre of New
Guinea denoting the international boundary between Papua
New Guinea (png) on the E and lIrian Jaya, which is part of
Indonesia, to the W. :

Trace the dashed line surrounding Papua New Guinea from the
northern end of the international boundary and note the dis-
tribution of islands within it. The largest islands are New Britain,
New lIrefand and Bougainville. (These islands are not named on
the map.} The capital city, Port Moresby, is located on the SE
coast of the island of New Guinea.

INDONESIA

Indonesia is Australia’s largest and most populous neighbour. it
lies to the N and NW of Australia and extends for some 5000 km
westward from its eastern border with Papua New Guinea (at
E3).

Indonesia consists of aver 13 000 islands, less than half of which
are inhabited, and occupies most of the large archipelago lying
between the South-East Asian mainland and Australia. With a
population of 165 million, Indonesia is the world’s fifth most
populous country.

To trace the outline of Indonesia, commence at the southern
end of the land border with Papua New Guinea. Foliow the
dashed line westward below Irian Jaya and the long island chain
which trends W and then NW to the Malay Peninsula (mp). The
three largest islands in this chain, from E to W, are Timor (tm),
Java (jv) and Sumatra (su}. The capital of Indonesia, Jakarta (with
a population of about 8 million), is situated on the NW coast of
Java.

At the NW extremity of Sumatra the boundary turns SE and pas-
ses between the Malay Peninsula (mp), which is part of the Asian
mainfand, and Sumatra. It then skirts around the small island
country of Singapore (sg) at the tip of the Malay Peninsula before
turning NE and SE again for a short distance to where it joins the
coast of the island of Borneo (not named on the map).

Borneo is a very large island, much of which belongs to
Indonesia. The remainder consists of Sarawak {sk) in the NW,
which together with the Malay Peninsula (mp) makes up the
country of Malaysia, and the small independent state of Brunei
(bn) on the NW coast. Because Brunei is so small, its border with
surrounding Sarawak is not depicted on the map. However, the
leadline from its abbreviation to the Borneo coast will give you
its approximate location.

Across Borneo, the international border between Indonesiaand
Malaysia can be traced by following the gap in the raised area.
From the eastern coast of Borneo, continue to follow the north-
ern boundary of Indonesia eastwards as it passes above the
large finger-like island of Sulawesi and the northern coast of
Irian Jaya back to where it joins the N-S running international
border between Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.

PHILIPPINES

To the N of Indonesia, close to the island of Borneo, locate and
trace the boundary around the Philippines (ph), an archipelago
with a total land area about the same as V and T combined.
Whereas V and T together have a population of some 4.5 mill-
ion, the Philippines has approximately 53 million people, 8 mill-
ion of whom live in the capital, Manila, situated on the western
side of the largest island, Luzon. In contrast to Luzon, the other
large island, Mindanao to the S, is quite sparsely populated.

CHRISTMAS ISLAND AND COCQOS (KEELING) ISLAND

Finally, locate Christmas Island (cr at B3) and Cocos (Keeling)
Island (co at A3) in the northern Indian Ocean to the NW of WA,
Both are external territories of Australia.
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PACIFIC ISLANDS

The Pacific Islands are generally held to include the island of
New Guinea, and all the islands above and to the E of New
Guinea and E of the northern half of Australia. This definition
excludes a number of islands which are in fact in the Pacific
Ocean, for example the islands of Japan, the Philippines and
Indonesia. For our purposes, the western half of the island of
New Guinea (Irian Jaya) is treated under Indonesia, of which
politically it is an integral part.

There are approximately 10 000 inhabited and uninhabited
islands in the Pacific Island group which cover a total land area
of some 520 000 sq km. They can be conveniently grouped into
those countries and islands which are independent and those
which are trust territories.

Independent nations: Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji,
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Northern Mariana Islands,
Palau, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and West-
ern Samoa.

Trust territories: New Caledania, and Wallis and Futuna (under
French control); Cook Islands, Niue and Tokelau (New Zea-
land); and American Samoa and Guam (USA).

In the following text you will be guided around these Pacific
Island nations and territories commencing with the Solomon
islands, to the E of Papua New Guinea. In most cases, each
nation and territory consists of many more islands than are
depicted on the accompanying map.

SOLOMON ISLANDS

The Solomon islands share a common border with Papua New
Guinea just to the SE of the island of Bougainville (F3). Trace the
line which surrounds the Solomon Isiands (sm) and note the
generally E-W distribution of the islands.

VANUATU

To the § of the Solomon Islands (sm}, trace the boundary of Van-
uatu (va), formerly known as the New Hebrides. Vanuatu is a
scattered group of about 80 isfands.

NEW CALEDONIA

Immediately to the 5 of Vanuatu (va}, locate New Caledonia (nc),
which lies about 1500 km across the Coral Sea (not named on the
map) from Q. The capital, Noumea, is situated on the southern
end of the main island, Grande Terre.

FIJI, TONGA, NIUE AND COOK ISLANDS

To the E of New Caledonia (n¢) and Vanuatu (va) and progres-
sively moving eastward locate Fiji {fj), then the Kingdom of
Tonga (tg), Niue (nu) and the Cook Islands (ci) in that order.

Fiji is a country of more than 300 islands and many more coral
atolls. The capital, Suva, is on Viti Levu, the largest island.

To the E of the Cook Islands {and beyond the eastern edge of the
map-sheet) are the two most easterly of the Pacific Island ter-
ritories — French Polynesia and Pitcairn Island (a British depen-
dency).




AMERICAN SAMOA AND WESTERN SAMOA

To the NW of the Cook Islands (ci}, locate American Samoa (as)
and, immediately to the W, Western Samoa {(not named on the
map because of lack of space) with whichit has acommon boun-
dary.

The capital of Western Samoa, Apia, is situated on the eas-
ternmost isfand. .

WALLIS AND FUTUNA
Now locate the tiny territory of Wallis and Futuna (not named on
the map), just to the W of Western Samoa and NE of Fiji (fj).

TOKELAU AND TUVALU
Return to American Samoa (as) and directly to the N locate
Tokelau (tk}. To the W of Tokelau find Tuvalu (tv).

KIRIBATI

Just to the N of Tuvalu {tv), locate Kiribati (kb), which consists of
three main groups of islands straddling the Equator. The eas-
ternmost group of islands making up Kiribati is beyond the east-
ern edge of the map-sheet.

NAURU

immediately to the W of Kiribati (kb), locate the tiny island
nation of Nauru (nr), a coral-based island noted for its large
phosphate depaosits.

MARSHALL ISLANDS, FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA,
PALAU AND NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

These four island groups until quite recently comprised the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, which was under the con-
trol of the United Nations but administered by the USA. Now
they are all independent nations.

Firstly, locate the Marshall Islands (ms) directly N of Nauru {(nr)
then, to the W and the N of Papua New Guinea, the large elon-
gated group of islands known as the Federated States of Mic-
ronesia (fsm). Further W, above Irian Jaya, locate Palau (pu).

Return to the Federated States of Micronesia (fsm) and then to
the N locate the Northern Mariana Islands (nmi), the north-
ernmost of the Pacific Island nations (E1)}.

Between i‘he Federated States of Micronesia (fsm) and the
Northern Mariana lslands (nmi), locate Guam (gm), a strategi-
cally important dependency of the USA.





































